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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Claims 12-13 and 15-18 and 28-29 are pending. No claims have been amended or 

canceled. 

In the office action mailed June 4, 2003 including final rejection, the Examiner 
rejected the pending claims as obvious under 35 U.S.C. 103 in view of U.S. patent no. 6,302,965 
to Umotoy et al. ("the Umotoy patent") considered in light of the U.S. patent application no. 
2002/00000196 to Park ("the Park Application"). These claim rejections are traversed as 
follows. 

The Umotoy patent issued on October 16, 2001, less than one year prior to the 
January 25, 2002 filing date of the instant application. In a previous office action, the Examiner 
cited the Umotoy patent as prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). 

In response, Applicants submitted proof of common ownership of the instant 
application and the Umotoy patent, thereby overcoming the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)/103. 

In the current office action, the Examiner has again rejected the pending claims 
as obvious under 35 U.S.C. 103 in view of the Umotoy patent, this time citing the Umotoy patent 
as prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(a). The effective date of the Umotoy patent as prior art under 
35 U.S.C. 102(a) is October 16, 2001, its date of publication. 

Filed herewith, please find the declaration under 37 C.F.R. 1.131 of Nitin Ingle, 
co-inventor of the instant application. Mr. Ingle's declaration, and the Exhibit attached thereto, 
evidence that the subject matter of the pending claims was invented prior to October 16, 2001, 
the effective priority date of the Umotoy patent under 35 U.S.C. 102(a). 

In view of the accompanying declaration, it is respectfully asserted that the 
Umotoy patent is not available as a prior art reference, and the rejection of the pending claims in 
light of the Umotoy patent has been overcome. 

The Examiner has also rejected the pending claims as obvious under 35 U.S.C. 
103 in view of U.S. patent no. 6,586,886 to Katz et al., ("the Katz patent"), U.S. patent 
application publication no. 2003/01 1 1961 ("the first published Katz application"), or U.S. patent 
application publication no. 2003/0201723 ("the second published Katz application"), considered 
in light of the Park Application. These claim rejections are traversed as follows. 

The Examiner has explicitly cited the Katz patent, the first published Katz 
application, and the second published Katz application, as prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). As 
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indicated by the Examiner, 35 U.S.C. 103(c) precludes an obviousness rejection from being 
based upon 102(e) prior art that is commonly owned with the application. 



The first published Katz application ultimately issued as the Katz patent, and the 



second published Katz application is a continuation of the first published Katz application. 
Accordingly, attached hereto is a copy of the recorded assignment of the first published Katz 
application to Applied Materials, Inc. A copy of the assignment of the instant application to 
Applied Materials, Inc. has previously been submitted and is already of record. 



Based upon the status of the Katz references as prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e), 



and common ownership between these references and the instant application, it is understood 
that these references are not eligible prior art for an obviousness rejection of the pending claims. 
Accordingly, it is respectfully asserted that continued rejection of the pending claims as obvious 
based upon these references is improper, and these claim rejections should be withdrawn. 



Application are in condition for allowance and an action to that end is urged. If the Examiner 
believes a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of this application, please telephone 
the undersigned at 650-326-2400. 



TOWNSEND and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 
Tel: 650-326-2400 
Fax: 650-326-2422 
KJT:km 

60134823 v1 



In view of the foregoing, Applicants believe all claims now pending in this 



Respectfully submitted, 




Kent J. Tobin 
Reg. No. 39,496 
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t UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: 

KARTHIK JANAKIRAMAN ct al. 

Application No.: 10/057,280 

Filed: January 25, 2002 

For: GAS DISTRIBUTION 
SMOWBRIIlvAD 

Customer No.: 20350 



Confirmation No. 1879 

Examiner: Jeffrie Robert Lund 

Technology Center/Art Unit: 1879 

DECLARATION UNDER 37 CPRM 31 
OF NITIN INGLE 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Iiox 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1 450 



Sir: 



I am a co-inventor of the above-referenced patent application. 
Attached hereto as an Exhibit are eight pages of a power point presentation 
created by me prior to October 1 6, 2001 . These pages evidence invention of subject matter of 
pending claims of the above-referenced patent application, prior to October 16, 2001. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true, 
and that these statements were made with iho knowledge that willful false statements and the like 
so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United Stales Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or ajfy patent issued thereon. 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
NOTICE OF RECORDATION OF ASSIGNMENT DOCUMENT 

THE ENCLOSED DOCUMENT HAS BEEN RECORDED BY THE ASSIGNMENT DIVISION OF 
THE U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE. A COMPLETE MICROFILM COKIS 
AVAILABLE AT THE ASSIGNMENT SEARCH ROOM ON THE REEL AND FRAME NUMBER 
REFERENCED BELOW. 

PLEASE REVIEW ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ON THIS NOTICE . THE 
INFORMATION CONTAINED ON THIS RECORDATION NOTICE REFLECTS THE DATA 
PRESENT IN THE PATENT AND TRADEMARK ASSIGNMENT SYSTEM. IF YOU SHOULD 
FIND ANY ERRORS OR HAVE QUESTIONS CONCERNING THIS NOTICE , YOU MAY 
CONTACT THE EMPLOYEE WHOSE NAME APPEARS ON THIS NOTICE AT 703-308-9723. 
PLEASE SEND REQUEST FOR CORRECTION TO: U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE, 
ASSIGNMENT DIVISION, BOX ASSIGNMENTS, CG-4, 1213 JEFFERSON DAVIS HWY, 
SUITE 320, WASHINGTON , D.C 20231. 



REEL/FRAME: 012847/0481 
NUMBER OF PAGES: 19 



RECORDATION DATE: 04/16/2002 
BRIEF 5 ASSIGNMENT OF ASSIGNOR'S INTEREST (SEE DOCUMENT FOR DETAILS) 

DOC DATE: 03/11/2002 



ASSIGNOR: 

KATZ, DAN 



ASSIGNOR: 

BUCHBERGER, JR., DOUGLAS 

ASSIGNOR: 
YEi YAN 

ASSIGNOR: 

HAGEN, ROBERT B 

ASSIGNOR: 

ZHAO, XIAOYE 

ASSIGNOR: 

KUMAR, ANANDA H 

ASSIGNOR; 

CHIANG, KANG-LIE 



DOC DATE: 03/21/2002 
DOC DATE: 03/15/2002 
DOC DATE: 02/22/2002 
DOC DATE: 02/21/2002 
DOC DATE: 02/21/2002 
DOC DATE: 02/21/2002 
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WANG, SRTANG-BAU 



DOC DATE: 03/21/2002 
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APPLIED MATERIALS, INC 
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SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNIA 95052 

SERIAL NUMBER: 10027732 • FILING DATE: 12/19/2001 

PATENT NUMBER: ISSUE DATE: 
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1. Nunc of conveyirtfl'p*n>(ies); 



i Date 

1. DanKATZ 3-11-02 

2. Douglas A BUCHBERGERJr 2-21-02 

3. YanVE 3-15-02 

4. Robert BHAGEN 2-22-02 



5. XiaoyeZHAO 

6. Amanda H KUMAR 

7. Kang-Lie CHIANG 

8. Hamid NOORBAKESH 

9. Sbiang-Bau WANG 



2-21-02 
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If (bis document is being tiled together «/idi a new application, die execution dale of the application serial 
A. Patent Application No-(z) 
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10/027,732 FILED 12/19/2001 
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document should be mailed. 



Name: 



Ai'Pt.rP.T) M^TgRlALS. TNC 



tn^mul Address : PATENT COl INSEl. M/S 2061 
t 
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City Sanla Clara 
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7. Total fee (37 CJF.R. 3.41) 
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X Authorized to be charged to deposit account 
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Case #6177 

ASSIGNMENT FOR APPLICATION FOR PATENT 

WHEREAS: 

Names and Addresses 
of Inventors: 

1. Dan Katz 

2. Douglas A, Buchberger, Jr. 

3. YanYe 

4. Robert B. Hagen 

5. Xiaoye Zhao 

6. Ananda H, Kumar 

7. Kang-Lie Chiang 

8. Hamid Noorbakhsh 

9. Shiang-BauWang 

(hereinafter referred to as Assignors), have invented a certain invention entitled: 

'GAS DISTRIBUTION PLATE ELECTRODE FOR A PLASMA REACTOR " 

for which application for Letters Patent in the United States was filed on 12/19/2001 under 

10/027,732 executed on even date herewith; and 

i 
i 

WHEREAS, Applied Materials, Inc., a corporation of the State of Delaware, having a place of 
business at 3050 Bowers Avenue, Santa Clara, California 95054 (hereinafter referred to as Assignee), is 
desirous of acquiring the entire right, title and interest in and to said application (hereinafter referred to as 
Application), and the invention disclosed therein (hereinafter referred to as Invention), and in and to all 
embodiments of the Invention, heretofore conceived, made or discovered by said Assignors, and In and to 
any and all patents, inventor's certificates and other forms of protection (hereinafter referred to as Patents) 
thereon granted in any and all countries and groups of countries. 

NOW. THEREFORE, in consideration of good and valuable consideration acknowledged by said 
Assignors to have been received in full from said Assignee: 

1 . Said Assignors hereby sell, assign, transfer and convey to Assignee the full and exclusive 
right, title and interest (a) in and to said Application and said Invention; (b) In and to all rights to apply for 
patents on said Invention in any and all countries pursuant to the International Convention for the 
Protection of Industrial Property or otherwise; (c) in and to any and all Applications filed and any and all 
Patents granted;on said Invention in any and all countries and groups of countries, including each and 
every Application filed and each and every Patent granted on any application which is a division, 
substitution, or continuation of said Application; and (d) in and to each and every reissue or extension of 
any of said Patents. 

2. Said Assignors hereby covenant and agree to cooperate with said Assignee to enable 
said Assignee to enjoy to the fullest extent the right, title and interest to said Invention herein conveyed in 
any and all countries and groups of countries. Such cooperation by said Assignors shall include prompt 
production of pertinent facts and documents, giving testimony, execution of petitions, oaths, specifications, 
declarations or other papers, and other assistance all to the extent deemed necessary or desirable by said 
Assignee (a) for. perfecting In said Assignee the right title and interest herein conveyed; (b) for 
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prosecuting anyjof said applications; (c) for filing and prosecuting substitute, divisional, continuing or 
additional applications covering said Invention; (d) for filing and prosecuting applications for reissuance of 
any of said Patents; (e) for interference or other priority proceedings involving said Invention; and (f) for 
legal proceedings involving said Invention and any application therefor and any Patents granted thereon, 
including without limitation opposition proceedings, cancellation proceedings, priority contests, public use 
proceedings, infringement actions and court actions; provided, however, that the expense incurred by said 
Assignors in providing such cooperation shall be paid for by said Assignee. 

3. The term and covenants of this agreement shall inure to the benefit of said Assignee, its 
successors, assigns and other legal representatives, and shall be binding upon said Assignors, their 
respective heirs, legal representatives and assigns. 

4, Said Assignors hereby warrant and represent that they have not entered and will not enter 
into any assignment contract, or understanding in conflict herewith. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Assignors have executed and delivered this instrument to said 
Assignee on the dates indicated below. 



1) 3 / J J 2002. 




2) , 2002. 



i 



3) , 2002. 



4) 2002. 



5) • 2002_ 



6) . • . 2002_ 



7) , 2002_ 



8) • , 2002_ 



9) j , 2002. 

i 
i 



Dan Kate^^ 



Douglas A. Buchberger, Jr. 



I Yan Ye 



Robert B. Hagen 



Xiaoye Zhao 



Ananda H. Kumar 



Kang-Lie Chiang 



Hamid Noorbakhsh 



Shiang-Bau Wang 
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prosecuting anyiof said applications; (c) for filing and prosecuting substitute, divisional, continuing or 
additional applications covering said Invention: (d) for filing and prosecuting applications for reissuance of 
any of said Patents; (e) for interference or other priority proceedings involving said Invention; and (f) for 
legal proceedings involving said Invention and any application therefor and any Patents granted thereon, 
including without limitation opposition proceedings, cancellation proceedings, priority contests, public use 
proceedings, infringement actions and court actions; provided, however, that the expense incurred by said 
Assignors in providing such cooperation shall be paid for by said Assignee. 

3, The term and covenants of this agreement shall Inure to the benefit of said Assignee, its 
successors, assigns and other legal representatives, and shall be binding upon said Assignors, their 
respective heirs, legal representatives and assigns. 

4. Said Assignors hereby warrant and represent that they have not entered and will not enter 
into any assignment, contract, or understanding in conflict herewith. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Assignors have executed and delivered this instrument to said 
Assignee on thei dates indicated below. 



1) 2002 

DanKatZ 

2) fr j U . 2002 %J&J/~z^J=- 

Douglas A. Bucfiberg^f . Jr. 



3) . 2002 

! YanYe 



4) , 2002 

Robert B. Hagen 



5) , 2002_ 



Xiaoye Zhao 

6) . 2002 



Ananda H. Kumar 



7) , 2002 ' 

Kang-Lie Chiang 

i 

8) , 2002_ 

Hamid Noorbakhsh 



9) j_ , 2002 

Shiang-Bau Wang 



i 

i 
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prosecuting any ! pf said applications; (c) for filing and prosecuting substitute, divisional, continuing or 
additional applications covering said Invention; (d) for filing and prosecuting a PP''^ 0 ^ 
any of said Patents; (e) for Interference or other priority proceedings involving said Invention, and (f) for 
legal proceedings Involving said Invention and any application therefor and any Patents granted thereon 
including without limitation opposition proceedings, cancellation proceedings, pnonty contests. PuMcuse 
proceedings, infringement actions and court actions; provided, however, ihat the expense incurred by said 
Assignors in providing such cooperation .shall be paid for by said Assignee. 

3. The term and covenants of this agreement shall inure to the benefit of said Assignee, its 
successors, assigns and other legal representatives, and shall be binding upon said Assignors, their 
respective heirs, legal representatives and assigns. 

4. ISaid Assignors hereby warrant and represent that they have not entered and will not enter 
into any assignment, contract, or understanding in conflict herewith. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Assignors have executed and delivered this instrument to said 
Assignee on the dates indicated below. 



1) 1 , 2002_ 



Dan Katz 



2) , 2002_ 



Douglas A. Buchberger, Jr. 
3) izlH ■ 200 2 ^Q^_ 



YanYe 



4) ' , 2002_ 



Robert 6. Hagen 



5) , 2002_ 



Xiaoye Zhao 



6) , 2002. 



Ananda H. Kumar 



7) , 2002_ 



Kang-Lie Chiang 



8) , 2002_ 



Hamid Noorbakhsh 



9) | , 2002. 



Shiang-Bau Wang 
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prosecuting any pf said applications; (c) for filing and prosecuting substitute, divisional; continuing or 
additional applications covering said Invention; (d) for filing and prosecuting applications for reissuance of 
any of said Patents; (e) for interference or other priority proceedings involving said Invention; and (f) for 
legal proceedings involving said Invention and any application therefor and any Patents granted thereon, 
including without limitation opposition proceedings, cancellation proceedings, priority contests, public use 
proceedings, infringement actions and court actions; provided, however, that the expense incurred by said 
Assignors in providing such cooperation shall be paid for by said Assignee. 

3. The term and covenants of this agreement shall inure to the benefit of said Assignee, its 
successors, assigns and other legal representatives, and shall be binding upon said Assignors, their 
respective heirs, legal representatives and assigns. 

4, Said Assignors hereby warrant and represent that they have not entered and will not enter 
into any assignment contract, or understanding in conflict herewith. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Assignors have executed and delivered this instrument to said 
Assignee on the dates indicated below. 



1) , 2002. 



Dan Katz 

2) ■ , 2002 



Douglas A. Buchberger, Jr. 

3) , 2002 



I 



Yan Ye 



4) ■ « ■ LLSs?^ 

Robert B. Hagen 

6) 10- • 2002_ 



Xiaoye Zhao 



6) , 2002_ 



Ananda H. Kumar 



7) , 2002_ 



Kang-Ue Chiang 



8) , 2002_ 



Hamid Noorbakhsh 



9) I , 2002_ 



Shiang-Bau Wang 
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prosecuting any lof said applications; (c) for filing and prosecuting substitute, divisional, continuing or 
additional applications covering said Invention; (d) for filing and prosecuting applications for reissuance of 
any of said Patents; (e) for interference or other priority proceedings involving said Invention; and (f) for 
legal proceedings involving said Invention and any application therefor and any Patents granted thereon, 
including without limitation opposition proceedings, cancellation proceedings, priority contests, public use 
proceedings, infringement actions and court actions; provided, however, that the expense incurred by said 
Assignors in providing such cooperation shall be paid for by said Assignee. 

3. The term and covenants of this agreement shall inure to the benefit of said Assignee, its 
successors, assigns and other legal representatives, and shall be binding upon said Assignors, their 
respective heirs, legal representatives and assigns. 

4. Said Assignors hereby warrant and represent that they have not entered and will not enter 
into any assignment, contract, or understanding in conflict herewith, 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Assignors have executed and delivered this instrument to said 
Assignee on the dates indicated below. 



1) . 2002 

Dan Katz 



2) . 2002 

Douglas A. Buchberger. Jr. 



3) , 2002 

! Yan Ye 



4) , 2002 

Robert B. Hagen 



6) , 2002 

Ananda H. Kumar 



7) , 2002 

Kang-Lie Chiang 



8) ' 2002 

Hamid Noorbakhsh 



9) j , 2002 

Shiang-Bau Wang 
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prosecuting any iof said applications; (c) for filing and prosecuting substitute, divisional, continuing or 
additional applications covering said Invention; (d) for filing and prosecuting applications for reissuance of 
any of said Patents; (e) for interference or other priority proceedings involving said Invention; and (f) for 
legal proceedings involving said Invention and any application therefor and any Patents granted thereon, 
including without limitation opposition proceedings, cancellation proceedings, priority contests, public use 
proceedings, infringement actions and court actions; provided, however, that the expense incurred by said 
Assignors in providing such cooperation shall be paid for by said Assignee. 

3. The term and covenants of this agreement shall inure to the benefit of said Assignee, its 
successors, assigns and other legal representatives, and shall be binding upon said Assignors, their 
respective heirs, legal representatives and assigns. 

4. Said Assignors hereby warrant and represent that they have not entered and will not enter 
into any assignment, contract, or understanding in conflict herewith. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Assignors have executed and delivered this instrument to said 
Assignee on the dates indicated below. 



1) , 2002 

Dan Katz 



2) j , 2002 

Douglas A. Buchberger, Jr. 



3) , 2002 

Yan Ye 



'4) 
S) 
6) 
7) 

8) 
9) 



2002_ 



2002_ 



Robert B. Hagen 



Xiaoye Zhao 



, 2002 



M 



Ananda H. Kumar 



2002. 



Kang-Lie Chiang 



2002, 



Hamid Noortakhsh 



, 2002 



Shiang-Bau Wang 
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prosecuting anyof said applications; (c) for filing and prosecuting substitute, divisional, continuing or 
additional applications covering said Invention; (d) for filing and prosecuting applications for reissuance of 
any of said Patents; (e) for interference or other priority proceedings involving said Invention; and (f) for 
legal proceedings involving said Invention and any application therefor and any Patents granted thereon, 
including without limitation opposition proceedings, cancellation proceedings, priority contests, public use 
proceedings, infringement actions and court actions; provided, however, that the expense incurred by said 
Assignors in providing such cooperation shall be paid for by said Assignee. 

3. The term and covenants of this agreement shall inure to the benefit of said Assignee, its 
successors, assigns and other legal representatives, and shall be binding upon said Assignors, their 
respective heirs, legal representatives and assigns. 

4. Said Assignors hereby warrant and represent that they have not entered and will not enter 
into any assignment, contract, or understanding in conflict herewith. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Assignors have executed and delivered this instrument to said 
Assignee on the dates indicated below. 



1) ■ p 2002 

Dan Katz 



2) , 2002 

Douglas A. Buchberger, Jr. 



3) -f 2002. 



YanYe 

4) j_ ( 2002„ 



Robert B. Hagen 

5) , 2002_ 



Xiaoye Zhao 

6) . p 2002 



Ananda H. Kumar 



7) * I 2002_ 

^ Kang-Lie Chiaftg. 



8) , 2002 

Hamid Noorbakhsh 
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